4. Parts of Speech 

Words have been classified as marking particles, 
adjuncts , pronouns , verbs , descriptives , and nouns . 



4, 1 Marking Particles 

The marking particles signal grammatical relation- 
ships such as case, coordination, and subordination. 

Topic case: is 

ne* ehe * ku (is) tagbis *I saw the bird.* 

saw I (topic bird 
case) 

Coordination: wey 

menge me* ama ( wey ) bahi *men and women' 
plural male and female 

Subordination: emun 

( emun ) duan begas ebpemasa a 
if there-is rice buy I 
'If there is rice I will buy some.' 



1 

The summary of word types given here is taken in part 
from Richard Elkins, Major Grammatical Patterns of 
Western Bukidnon Manobo (unpublished doctoral dissertation, 
University of Hawaii, 1967) , pp. 84-134. 
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4. 2 Adjuncts 

Adjuncts are nonrelational particles attributive 
to the construction in which they occur. They signal 
(1) aspect- like functions such as time, limitation, 
intensity, repetition, and certainty or (2) mode-like 
properties such as quotative, optative, interrogative, 
negative , imperative , advisory , honorific , and opposition. 
Examples of aspect-like adjuncts follow. 

Limitation: en * completive' , £a ' incompletive* , 

ded 'still* , da* 'only' ; 
Time: gevi' i 'yesterday', kengkuwan 'later today', 

ge' ina 'a while ago'; 
Intensity: utew 'very' , malu 'somewhat' . 
Examples of mode-like adjuncts follow. 
Quotative: kun 'quote' ; 
Imperative: limb a ' strong command' , nasi ' ' advisory 

command' ; 
Interrogative: be 'question', bes 'rhetorical 
question' . 

4 . 3 Pronouns 

Pronouns are intersections of semantic relational 
components which include case, person, number and proximity. 
The following is the brief set of the topic case personal 



pronouns. They are listed here in order to illustrate 
Manobo personal pronouns. 

a + speaker, - plural * I ' 

ka + spoken to, - plural *thou' 

+ spoken of, - plural »he, she, it* 

ki + speaker, + spoken to, - plural 'I and thou* 
key + speaker, + spoken of + plural 'we not you* 
kew + spoken to, + plural *you' 

dan + spoken of, + plural *they' 

kiyu + speaker, + spoken to, + plural *I and you* 
The following topic case common pronouns illustrate 
Manobo common pronouns. 

he' ini near speaker *this', 'here* 

he* eyan near spoken to *that*, * there' 

he*eya ' distant * that * , * there* 

he*a2a ' far distant *that*, *there* 

4. 4 Verbs 

Verbs are stems which are inflected for time- 
aspect and which are not further affixed by a nominal- 
izing derivational affix. Verbs may also be inflected 
for focus, mode, action-aspect, voice, and number. 
Categories of time-aspect are past, nonpast, or 
unactualized. Categories of focus are subject focus. 



object focus, instrument focus, or direction focus. 
Categories for mode are intentive and involuntary. 
Categories of action-aspect are simple, distributive., 
reciprocal, associative, continuative, intensive, and 
diminutive. Categories of voice are active and 
causative. The number inflection is a single category 
contrasting only with its absence and indicates that 
the topic of the clause is more in number than two or 
three. 

The following sample paradigms illustrate the 
structure of verbs in Western Bukidnon Manobo. Not 
all inflectional possibilities are included. The verb 
root illustrated is uwit *carry*. The inflectional 
affixes used are past: mid - n- ; nonpast: ed- eb- ; 
unactualized: med - m- ; distributive aspect: pen - en- ; 
number: 'SS.' > involuntary mode: peke - eke - , Subject 
focus is marked by the absence of a focus affix. Simple 
aspect is marked by the absence of an aspect affix, and 
similarly, intentive mode is marked by the absence of a 
mode affix. The particle waza ' is a negative adjunct, 
and kew is the topic case plural, spoken-to pronoun. 
Hyphens indicate morpheme boundaries. 
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Subject Focus 
Intentive Mode 
Simple Aspect 

Past mid-uwit kew *you carried* 

Nonpast ed- 'uwit kew 'you carry* 

Unactualized waza* kew med-uwit 'you didn't carry* 

Distributive Aspect: pen - en- 
Past n-en- 'uwit kew 'you carried (again and 

again) ' 

Nonpast eb-pen- 'uwit kew 'you are carrying 

(again and again) ' 

Unactualized waza ' kew m-en- 'uwit 'you didn't carry 

(again and again) ' 

Distributive Aspect and Number: pen - en - and -em- 
Past n-em-en- 'uwit kew 'you (many) carried 

(again and again) ' 

Nonpast eb-p-em-en- 'uwit kew 'you (many) are 

carrying (again 
and again) ' 

Unactualized waza ' kew m-em-en- 'uwit 'you (many) 

didn't carry 
(again and again) ' 

Involuntary Mode: peke - eke - 

Simple Aspect 

Past n-eke- 'uwit kew 'you were able to carry' 

Nonpast eb-peke- 'uwit kew 'you are able to carry' 

Unactualized waza ' kew m-eJce- 'uwit »you were not able 

to carry' 



Distributive Aspect 

Past n-eke-pen- 'uwit kew 'you were able to 

carry (again and 
again) * 

Nonpast eb-peke-pen- 'uwit kew 'you are able to 

carry (again and 
again) * 

Unactualized waza ' kew m-eke-pen- 'uwit 'you were not 

able to carry 
(again and 
again) ' 

Distributive Aspect and Number 

Past n-em-eke-pen- 'uwit kew 'you (many) were 

able to carry 
(again and again) ' 

Nonpast eb-p-em-eke-pen- 'uwit kew 'you (many) are 

able to carry 
(again and 
again) ' 

Unactualized waza' kew m-em-eke-pen- 'uwit 'you (many) 

were not 
able to 
carry 
(again and 
again) ' 

4. 5 Descriptives 

Affixable roots which are not inflected for time- 
aspect are either descriptives or nouns. Descriptives 
contrast with nouns in that they may be inflected by 
number, intensity, or diminutive morphemes. Basic nouns 
are never inflected. Descriptives are simple stem 
descriptives, derived stem descriptives, or inflected 
descriptives. 



Examples of simple stem descriptives are 
de' isek 'small*, berak ^talkative*. 

Derived stem descriptives consist of the 
descriptive prefix me - plus a root, e.g.: me- 'upiya 
*good*, me-zakel *many* . 

An inflected descriptive consists of a simple 
stem or derived stem descriptive inflected for number, 
intensity, or diminutive by one of the reduplicative 
morphemes, e.g., number: de- ze* isek *many small 
(things)'; intensity: med-me-za'at 'very bad'; 
diminutive: me-zakel-dakel 'several' . 

4. 6 Nouns 

Basic nouns are affixed or affixable roots which 
are never inflected. Complex nouns are nominalized 
transforms of verbs and as such contain verbal inflect- 
ions, Basic nouns are either simple or derived. Simple 
nouns are unaffixed roots, e.g.: atep 'roof, manggad 
'cloth'. Basic derived nouns are either affix-derived 
or compound-derived. Affix-derived nouns consist of a 
root and a derivative affix, e.g.: ke-handek 
(nominalizer- frighten) 'fear', tegi-valey (owner-house) 
'owner of the house'. 



Compound- derived nouns are rare. Those noted 
consist of two roots, e.g.: batu-hapuy (stone-fire) 
'flint* . 

Examples of complex nouns are: k-eb-peke- *uwit 
'the ability to carry', k-eb-pen- 'uwit 'carrying again 
and again' . 



MANOBO - ENGLISH DICTIONARY 



by 



Richard E. Elkins 

Summer Institute o£ Linguistics 
and 
University of Hawaii 



University of Hawaii Press 
1968 



